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2016-2017 Course Syllabus/Parent Notification Letter
Course Title:
Geography






Instructor: Mr. John Speicher
Room Number: 408


Telephone Extension: 2213

Planning time: 4th Hour
School Email: 
jspeicher@putnamcityschools.org



Web: pchsgeography.weebly.com
Textbook Name:  Geography






Publisher:  Holt/McDougal
Online textbook resources: hmhsocialstudies.com
***There are three login and password combinations listed below.***

Login


Password
rstudent1101

j4n9a

rstudent268

n4x8b
rstudent316

h6e2d

What your child will learn: 
Geography is the study of spatial arrangement of the human/cultural world and geographical factors that create the physical world.  The students will learn the skills and tools necessary to competently examine and infer events and cycles of the physical world on its inhabitants solve problems of geographical nature, and make informed, rational decisions based upon research.  Research will include, but not limited to scientific measurement, social science studies, cultural diversity, and human responsibilities in the physical world.
Sequence of learning and Teaching Methods:  
Geography vocabulary and tools, North America, Latin America, Europe and Russia, and the Middle East.  Lectures, class discussions, assigned reading, group work and research projects.  The online textbook can be found at hmhsocialstudies.com and each student will be provided a login and password after the first week of class.
Other materials:  
Films, maps, photographs, articles, video clips and other primary source documents.
Vocabulary: 
Vocabulary for Unit will be dispersed throughout the Unit as bell work and during lecture as a note taking exercises.
Assessments and grades: Putnam City High School Mandated Grades 
· A = 90 and above
· B = 80-89.9
· C = 70-79.9
· D = 60-69.9
· F = 59.9 and below

Class Grading Procedures

· 35% 
--- Daily/Weekly Classroom Assignments (Class involvement/participation, maps, and various assignments).
· 20% 
--- Unit Assessments/Vocabulary Quizzes
· 10%   
--- Homework

· 15%
--- Semester Project

· 20% 
--- Final Exam

Tests required:  
As noted above, Final Exams are required and are comprehensive, covering all of the semester coursework.
Homework guidelines: 
Homework assignments will be building toward the semester project to be completed and turned in prior to the semester final exam.  If the homework assignments provided are not completed the student will not be allowed to participate in completing this work and will be awarded a zero for the semester project.  All research information is provided via attached form, with due dates.  All homework will be cited in accordance with MLA standard (see attached sheet) and can be turned in at anytime prior to due date to receive full credit.  The research the students will be doing will result in the necessary research to complete the semester project and is vital to the student’s success in this class.

Homework will be given at the teacher’s discretion to allow for practice of learned skills vital to future success in the class and future academic endeavors.  Please note the classroom assignments for that day when incomplete should be completed by the following day to avoid any deduction of points and allow for maximum credit.
Helping all students learn: 

Due to the varying capabilities and knowledge amongst the children, the course work will be adjusted to challenge those that are advanced and install necessary accommodations for those that require additional resources in the mastery of skills that are below the grade standard.  My Planning Period is 4th hour, and before school tutoring is available Monday and Friday from 7:15 – 7:50.  This time will be used to assist students in achieving skill mastery.   
Communicating progress:  
You may frequently check your student’s progress using our Power School parent portal on Putnam City High Schools website. If you need a username/password, contact the District Enrollment Office at 5604 NW 41st Street.  Their phone number is 491-7631. You must go in person and show your photo ID.  
Other: 
Questions about your student’s schooling should be referred to the teacher or to the site administrator. Seek additional information by contacting the Curriculum Coordinator for the appropriate content area.
The students and teacher will formulate a social contract to cover classroom guidelines and expectations.  This finalized contract will be completed by the end of week one and there will be a requirement for the teacher, student and parent to sign the contract.  Absence of the signed syllabus and contract will result in no hall pass privileges until this requirement is met.  

Materials required – Notebook, writing implement (pen or pencil), and one folder that binds paper.  These items are to be brought to class everyday unless otherwise instructed.  

Classroom Procedures: 

Please refer to attached form for classroom guidelines and expectations.

Parent Portal 
Putnam City’s Parent Portal gives parents of middle school and high school students the ability to view securely over the Internet their children’s classes, assignments, grades, attendance and other school information. Parents may also use Parent Portal settings to arrange to receive e-mail notifications about grades and attendance. Parent Portal also allows messages to and from teachers.

In an effort to enhance communication with parents/guardians, we have updated our Powerschool Parent Portal to a single sign on program.  This will allow parents/guardians with more than one child to access all of their children at one time with one login and password.

Accessing Parent Portal 
To log in to Parent Portal, you must obtain an Access ID and Password for your student and create an account. To create your account, you may go to the Parent Portal by clicking here. Once you have created a Parent Portal account you may enter your username and password to log in. Instructions for creating an account and using Parent Portal are available in the Parent Portal User Guide and video.

Obtaining Access IDs and Passwords 
To obtain an Access ID and password for your student, parents or guardians of students should bring a photo ID to the District Enrollment Office. A photo ID allows us to verify that you are who you say you are, thus protecting private student information. We ask that you keep your user name and password confidential. 

The District Enrollment Office is located in the Putnam City Center at 5604 N.W. 41st. The entrance to the enrollment office is on the north side of the building and the parking lot is located across the street to the north. Signs near the street indicate the parking areas. The office is open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For More Information 
Go to the following website: https://www.putnamcityschools.org/Parents/ParentPortal.aspx
For other questions about Putnam City’s Parent Portal, please call (405) 491-7631.
